
The Hidden History  

of Victorian Servants  

One of the main reminders of Elmbridgeôs Victorian past are the 

houses that were built at that time. These houses are often very 

large, with lots of rooms and big gardens.   

How do we know what life was like for Victorian servants? 

In Victorian times lots of people were employed as servants, but we 

donôt know much about them. Usually we have things like letters and 

diaries to learn about peopleôs lives, but many servants had never learnt 

how to write or were so busy working that they simply didnôt have time! 

To learn about this important piece of history we have had to become a 

bit like detectives. We must take little bits of information and fit them 

together to show the bigger picture.  

Practice your detective skills on the next page! 

Victorian House  

Checklist 

ß Brick building 

ß Bay windows 

ß Turrets and 

towers 

See how many Victorian houses you can spot on your next 

walk. Use the checklist to help you work out whether the 

buildings are Victorian or not! 



Take a look at the 

pictures in this 

scrapbook. What can 

you tell about the lives of 

Victorian servants? 
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Now we have some idea of what life was like for servants. Letôs 

do some digging to find out more! 


