
Digging into history 

However, there are some bits of history that happened so long ago 
that there is not much left for us to study! 

When this happens we call in a special team of historians, called 

archaeologists.  

Archaeologists go to places with lots of history, and dig underground 
to see what has been left behind. The objects they find are called 
artefacts and they help us work out who lived there and what their 
life was like.  

Donôt worry if you havenôt  helped with an 
archaeological dig before, I will show you 
what to do! 

There are lots of ways we can learn about history. One method is to 
use historical sources. These can be books, paintings, photographs 
and even people with memories of the past!  

The sources above tell us about a specific part of 
Elmbridgeôs history. Can you work out what it is? 

A team of archaeologists have discovered the outline 
of a building in a field in Cobham. They think it might 
be Roman! 

Can you help us find out more about it? 



The Romans were group of people who lived in Italy almost two thousand 
years ago. They were the leaders of a huge empire that included most of 
Europe! Britain was just a small island but it contained lots of precious 
metals which the Romans wanted.  

However, taking control of the island was not going to be 
easy as there were already people living in Britain. They 
were called the Celts and they weren't  very happy when 
the Romans arrived! 

 

The Roman Empire The Celts 

The Romans had a large, well 
organised army. They had 
already tried and failed to 

capture Britain. Now they were 
back and they were determined 

to succeed ! 

The Celts were strong warriors 
who had lived in Britain for a long 
time and knew the island well. 
However, their armour and 

weapons were not as advanced 
as the Romans.  

Can you guess what happened next? Take a look at the 
next page to see if you were right! 

Who were the Romans, and what were they doing in Britain? 

Before you start investigating an 
archaeological site you need to know a bit 
about its history.  

Take a look at the fact sheet below to find out 
who the Romans were! 

ǾǎΦ 

Step 1: Do your  
research 



Although the Romans invaded Britain they did introduce some useful 
ideas, such as roads, which made it much easier to travel around. 

One of these Roman roads was very close to Elmbridge. Can 
you use the map to work out what it was called? 

 

Elmbridge 

Did you know 
some Roman 
roads still exist? 
Like this one called 
High Street, in the 
Lake District! 

The Romans landed in Britain in AD43. They cleverly said 
that any Celtic leader who agreed to live by Roman laws and 
pay Roman taxes would get to keep their kingdom! 

Some Celtic tribes still chose to fight back, but they were 
defeated by the better equipped Roman army. The remaining 
tribe leaders quickly agreed to the Romanôs deal! 
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